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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND AND REFINEMENTS IN PROJECT ELEMENTS 
LEADING TO PREPARATION OF THE ADDENDUM 

Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the lead agency for this document is the Three Rivers 

Levee Improvement Authority (TRLIA), a joint powers authority composed of Yuba County and Reclamation 

District 784. In May 2004, TRLIAôs draft environmental impact report (DEIR) for the Bear River and Western 

Pacific Interceptor Canal Levee Improvements Project (WPIC) was distributed to public agencies and the general 

public. In August 2004, the final environmental impact report (FEIR), addressing written and oral comments 

received on the DEIR, was distributed to public agencies and the general public. The TRLIA Board of Directors 

certified the environmental impact report (EIR), consisting of the DEIR and the FEIR, on August 12, 2004. The 

EIR was determined to be complete, accurate, and in accordance with the requirements of CEQA and the State 

CEQA Guidelines. 

The WPIC project consists of levee improvements and pump relocation along segments of the Bear River, Feather 

River, and Western Pacific Interceptor Canal in southern Yuba County (Figure 1-1). Levee improvements include 

improvement of levee stability, levee height, and susceptibility to erosion. Specific improvements for each 

segment are as follows: 

Ʒ Bear River ðConstruction of a slurry cutoff wall or seepage berm, reconstruction of levee portions damaged 

during a breach in 1997, and raise levee height to meet freeboard standards. 

Ʒ WPICðConstruction of a slurry cutoff wall, raise levee crown with some resulting widening of the levee 

footprint, and erosion control measures. Erosion control measures could include placement of riprap, buried 

rock revetment on waterside slopes, biotechnical bank stabilizations, and instream rock groin.  

Ʒ Pump Station #6ðPump Station #6 is located just west of State Route 70 and north of the Bear River north 

levee. Location of the pump station in close proximity to the levee created stability problems. The existing 

pump would be dismantled and a replacement pump constructed approximately 150 feet north of its current 

location.  

Ʒ Optional ImprovementsðDepending on the needs at individual points along the levee system, relief walls 

may be constructed to help alleviate seepage pressures. 

In addition to the construction activities listed above, the WPIC EIR also analyzed operations and maintenance 

activities. 

Since certification of the EIR, design, permitting, and construction of the Bear River and WPIC levee improvement 

projects have been completed. In June 2005, TRLIA approved the first addendum to the EIR for project refinements 

including a water-side impervious zone, adjustment of the Pump #6 relocation area, extending the fill area on both the 

water-side and land-side, and an additional slurry cutoff wall. In March 2006, TRLIA approved the second addendum 

to the EIR for project refinements including increased levee height, additional riprap, installation of additional pumps at 

the relocated pump station, culvert repairs, and dewatering of Algodon Canal to allow for construction. In August 2006, 

TRLIA approved the third addendum to the EIR for project refinements related to seepage berms along the Bear River 

levee. In all three cases, the project modifications consisted of refinements made during project design and 

construction. The addenda determined that none of the project refinements would result in new significant impacts or 

substantially more severe impacts, nor would any change in circumstances occur that would result in new 

significant or substantially more severe impacts. Further, no previously infeasible or new mitigation measures 

were identified that would not be implemented. 
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Figure 1-1 Regional Location 
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In 2005, the State Reclamation Board granted Permit 17782 (Permit) authorizing TRLIA to conduct maintenance 

and improvement activities on the WPIC levees. Special Condition 19 of the Permit requires TRLIA to secure an 

easement over property underlying the existing or planned levees and areas within 50 feet of the land-side and 

water-side toes of the levee. The purpose of the easement is to conduct flood control maintenance activities along 

the levee corridor. 

In order to satisfy Special Condition 19, TRLIA proposes to acquire either easements or land in fee title, including 

depending on unique circumstances related to individual properties. While the WPIC EIR studied an area within 

300-feet of the WPIC levee alignment, and analyzed impacts related to operations and maintenance activities, it 

did not expressly define the project to involve acquisition of access or land to meet the conditions of Permit 

Special Condition 19 because the Permit was issued after certification of the EIR. Also, the EIR did not recognize 

the potential for acquisition of land in fee title. The actions required by Special Condition 19, while not 

specifically addressed in the EIR, are within the project contemplated by the EIR because the Permit is part of the 

requirements for correcting levee deficiencies as anticipated in the EIR. TRLIA has prepared this addendum to 

evaluate potential impacts of compliance with Special Condition 19, including the acquisition of land in fee title.  

The action evaluated in this addendum is not a change to the proposed project but a refinement in the level of 

detail for actions already presented in the EIR as part of the proposed project. The EIR evaluated proposed actions 

to correct levee deficiencies and maintain the levees to meet all state and federal standards for flood protection. In 

order to meet the requirements of Special Condition 19, TRLIA must acquire access to many parcels owned by 

private parties. While acquisition of easements on most affected parcels may be possible, some parcels necessary 

to meet the requirements of Special Condition 19 may be acquired in fee title. Currently, TRLIA anticipates 

acquiring easements or land in fee title in order to meet existing state and federal requirements for levee access. 

The total area to be acquired could be up to approximately 90 acres. The details of these refinements to the WPIC 

EIR Project Description are presented on page 2-1 of this EIR addendum. TRLIA, as lead agency for the project 

under CEQA, has determined that these refinements to the WPIC project constitute minor additions and changes 

to the EIR and have conservatively decided to prepare this EIR addendum in accordance with Section 15164 of 

the State CEQA Guidelines. 

1.2 STATE CEQA GUIDELINES REGARDING CHANGES TO A PROJECT 

If, after certification of an EIR, altered conditions or changes or additions to a project occur, CEQA provides three 

mechanisms to address these changes: a subsequent EIR, a supplement to an EIR, or an addendum to an EIR. 

Section 15162 of the State CEQA Guidelines describes the conditions under which preparation of a subsequent 

EIR would be appropriate. When an EIR has been certified for a project, preparation of a subsequent EIR would 

be appropriate if the lead agency determines, on the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, that 

one or more of the following conditions is met: 

(1) substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions of the previous EIR due 

to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 

previously identified effects; 

(2) substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is undertaken which 

will require major revisions of the previous EIR due to the involvement of new significant environmental 

effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects; or 

(3) new information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been known with 

the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous EIR was certified as complete, shows any of 

the following: 
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(A) the project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the previous EIR; 

(B) significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe than shown in the previous 

EIR; 

(C) mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact be feasible, and 

would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the project, but the project proponents 

decline to adopt the mitigation measures or alternatives; or 

(D) mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those analyzed in the 

previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more significant effects on the environment, but the 

project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative. 

Section 15163 of the State CEQA Guidelines states that a lead agency may choose to prepare a supplement to an 

EIR rather than a subsequent EIR if: 

(1) any of the conditions described above for Section 15162 would require the preparation of a subsequent 

EIR, and 

(2) only minor additions or changes would be necessary to make the previous EIR adequately apply to the 

project in the changed situation. 

Section 15164 of the State CEQA Guidelines states that a lead agency may prepare an addendum to a previously 

certified EIR if some changes or additions are necessary, but none of the conditions described above for Section 

15162 calling for preparation of a subsequent EIR have occurred. 

The differences between the WPIC as described in the WPIC EIR and as approved by TRLIA and the refined 

elements of the WPIC as they are currently known, including the easement and/or land acquisitions necessary to 

meet the requirements of Special Condition 19, constitute clarifications that may be addressed in an addendum to 

an EIR. As described in Section 2 of this document, ñDescription of WPIC Refinements,ò and Section 3, 

ñEnvironmental Checklist for Supplemental Environmental Review,ò none of the conditions described above in 

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15162 calling for preparation of a subsequent EIR have been met. In addition, the 

WPIC EIR and associated Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program remain valid for assessing and 

mitigating identified impacts that would result from implementation of the approved project. 

Refinements to the WPIC project as described in this addendum and any altered conditions since certification of 

the EIR on August 12, 2004: 

Ʒ would not result in any new significant environmental effects, and 

Ʒ would not substantially increase the severity of previously identified effects. 

In addition, no new information of substantial importance has arisen that shows that: 

Ʒ the project would have new significant effects, 

Ʒ the project would have substantially more severe effects, 

Ʒ mitigation measures or alternatives previously found to be infeasible would in fact be feasible, or 

Ʒ mitigation measures or alternatives that are considerably different from those analyzed in the EIR would 

substantially reduce one or more significant effects on the environment. 
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Because none of the conditions described in Section 15162 of the State CEQA Guidelines calling for preparation 

of a subsequent EIR have occurred, an addendum to the WPIC EIR, consistent with Section 15164 of the State 

CEQA Guidelines, is the appropriate mechanism to address the proposed project refinements. 
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2 DESCRIPTION OF WPIC PROJECT REFINEMENTS 

In 2005, the State Reclamation Board granted Permit 17782 to TRLIA to conduct maintenance and improvement 

activities related to the WPIC project. Special Condition 19 of the permit pertains specifically to the WPIC 

portion of the project. Special Condition 19 states in part: ñéthe permittee shall secure from the owner of the 

property a permanent easement granting the Sacramento and San Joaquin Drainage District, acting by and through 

The Reclamation Board of the State of California, the flood control rights stated in the attached form of deed over 

that portion of the existing or to-be-constructed levee (including the areas parallel to and extending 50 feet from 

the waterward and landward toes of the levee) which is presently not encumbered by a Reclamation Board 

easement.ò 

The area considered in this addendum is located along the western landside of the WPIC within the study area 

analyzed in the 2004 EIR (Figure 2-1). The area to be acquired is up to approximately 90 acres, including acreage 

that could be considered remnants.  

The intent of the actions to implement Special Condition 19 is to protect the levee from development and other 

encroachments and to ensure that adequate room is preserved for potential levee maintenance and flood fighting 

activities. Based on further discussions with staff from the Central Valley Flood Protection Board (successor to 

the State Reclamation Board), TRLIA anticipates compliance with Special Condition 19 by acquiring an easement 

over property beneath the existing and planned levee, as well as areas parallel to the levee and extending 

approximately 50 feet from the water-side and land-side of the levee, except in cases where public easements may 

already exist (typically associated with utilities or transportation facilities) or where physical features make a 50 

foot easement not practicable. In some cases, where easement acquisition is inappropriate or not cost effective, 

TRLIA may opt to acquire the property necessary to comply with Special Condition 19 in fee title. 

No other change to the WPIC project would occur as part of TRLIAôs compliance with Special Condition 19. In 

all other respects the project has been completed, with the exception of ongoing long-term maintenance that has in 

the past, is, and will continue to be undertaken by Reclamation District 784. 



 

AECOM   Addendum 4 to the EIR 
Introduction 2-2 Three Rivers Levee Improvement Authority 
  WPIC Levee Improvements Project 

 

 

This page intentionally left blank. 

 

 



 

Addendum 4 to the EIR  AECOM 
Three Rivers Levee Improvement Authority 2-3 Introduction 
WPIC Levee Improvements Project   

 
Source: Adapted by AECOM 2012 

Figure 2-1 Project Location (1 of 2) 
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Source: Adapted by AECOM 2012 

Figure 2-1 Project Location (2 of 2) 


